The author presents contemporary views of the quest for knowledge about human beings and the human experience. She then presents criticism of the natural science model as a basis for social and behavioral science research. She notes that the human being and his behavior are so complex that unidimensional research models are inadequate. However, she finds balance in the contribution of scientific rigor to careful investigation of human phenomena. The author next discusses the inclusion of new procedural options and vistas in research. Two areas of particular interest tc her are the involvement of subjects as co-designers and co-experimenters in investigations and the inclusion of religious beliefs as a subject of research. She notes the difficulties of work in this area, including the lack of theory and reliable methods. She concludes with a description of a peer counseling program for school truants which she is in the process of developing. The emphasis is on changing the school environment, and the experiment will involve the peer counselors as co-designers and participant observers. (DOW) a *********************************************************************** * Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * * from the original document. * *********************************************************************** where we should or might go in the future. The search also provided a context for examining areas relevant to both branches of our Division despite the actual or assumed differences in our goals and bises. Another was Cronbach's (1975) comments on the futility of attempting to erect theoretical towers. He feels:
In searching our past and present for this State of the A "t address, I found I was tracing in fact, a type of universal quest of an understanding of man; a search for the bits and pieces which might explain the human experience and defiri the enduring qualities, characteristics and behaviors of the complex organism called mankind. Several "discoveries" led me to choose this search as the basis for my remarks, which seek to identify where I think we now are in counseling and human development; what we have found that works, and where we should or might go in the future. The search also provided a context for examining areas relevant to both branches of our Division despite the actual or assumed differences in our goals and bises. Another was Cronbach's (1975) comments on the futility of attempting to erect theoretical towers. He feels:
"The special task of the social scientist in each generation is to pin down the contemporary facts. Beyond that, he shares with the humanistic scholar and the artist in the effort to gain insights into contemporary relationships, and to realign the culture's view of man with present realities. To know man as he is is no mean aspiration. " (p. 126, italics added)
Hints of the past and of the future are contained in both these comments.
They touch on the partial faults of the past and the limiting, but possible aspirations of the future. The metaphor is overdrawn, somewhat sarcastic and simplistic. It does, however, capture an intended summation of collective evaluations of the state of our art, if I read the literature and critiques somewhat accurately.
The points are obvious. Therefore, I don't intend to dwell further on most of these deficits or limitations. I do wish to discuss briefly three areas, however, in a more explicit and straight-forward manner. I feel these are ones affecting our future most directly. These are the following: 1) our experimental model, 2) our methodologies, and 3) our research content.
Our Model -The Natural Sciences
On the day of his death, Socrates criticized the natural philosophers for trying to use the same explanations for human as for natural phenomena (Bass, 1974 ). Yet, according to Cronbach (1975) , the aim of social and behavioral science, since Comte, has been to establish lawful relations comparable to those of the traditional natural sciences. The laments over our excessive dependency on this model are numerous (Bronfenbrenner, 1977;  to careful investigations outside the laboratory. This rigor can assist in studying the mysterious or intangible areas of human development and behavior. Without it our research in natural environments will continue, for the most part, to be inadequate and inaccurate sources of knowledge.
Standardized Procedures -Our Trusty Hammers
Even if we design our research on different models we still will be lacking pertinent information if we fail to expand our repetoire of methods for collecting that information. The trusty hammers of standardized procedures, fixed-condition and comparative group designs are no longer sufficient and perhaps inadequate (Thoresen and Anton, 1974; Thoresen, 1978; Wilson, 1977; Frey, 1978) . Reliable methodeare necessary as a foundation of sound and objective science, "yet the very virture of reliable processes can victimize the work of scientists." (Thoresen, 1978, p. 280) In a way we have become "'prisoners of our own procedures. " (Gardner, 1965, p. 47) We engage in the drunkard's search. We hunt for our keys under the lamp post, because it is lighter there, not because we have any more reason to believe we lost the keys near the lamp post rather than elsewhere in the dark (Kaplan, 3964 (1978) holds that the pendulum is swinging toward a more holistic position, which accounts for a revived interest in the case study and psychohistory procedures for collecting and analyzing data.
A more decisive break with tradition is the move toward involving subjects as co-designers of and co-experimenters in investigations, particularly in 8 -7-natural settings. Systematic observation is being introduced more widely, serving different functions. Wilson (1977) conceives of participant-observers as the method to open th:,. door to naturalisticecological settings and to the subjective world of peoples' thoughts, feelings and actions. He also sees it as a means for controlling experimentir interactions frequently influencing outcomes. Lofland (1971) employs systematic observation in his study of climates of groups and organization, permitting qualitative analysis as opposed to quantitative analysis. He collects "materials" as opposed to "data" which seems less sterile, more qualitative and human. Rogers,in his 1973 APA Presidential address (Rogers, 1973) ,asked whether we dare to be designers; to focus on constructing the new, not repairing the old; "designing a society in which problems will be less frequent, rather than putting poultices on those who have been crippled by social factors." This seems to be part of the potential of social ecological research.
Psychologists are urged and are taking the role of agents6r social change in conducting such research. As Bandura (1974) hag stated, psychology cannot tell people how they ought to live their lives, but it can provide them with the means for effecting personal and social change. We can use our findings in the service of human betterment (p. 869).
THE SEARCH WE IGNORE
This brings me to one of the two personal reflections as we look at the future. The first deals with a subject we have severely neglected in our research, significantly related to counseling and human development. The other is a type of research which could combine the goals of both our groups.
As others have done, the few who have written or spoken on the subject of religion and its place in the puzzle of human nature, I began apologetically and hesitantly. After ion periods of debate, wrestling with the real issues, examining my own beliefs, intentions and biases, at times rejecting the idea of introducing the topic, I came to this position.
Carl Rogers tellk,of a prominent physicist who came to him to consult about changing his profession to the field of psychology. The major question he wished answered was the area of "greatest mystery" in psychology. Rogers responded with the mystery of the other 'f'realities" beyond the resin, of physical reality (Rogers, 1973) .: The topic, he admitted was dreadfully threatening to psychologists. The intellect stammers when it tackles true mysteries (Ailport, "Note than when an evolutionary biologist encounters some ludicrous and puzzling form of animal life he approaches it with a kind of awe, certain that behind the bizarre form lies a functional wisdom that he has yet to understand.... I believe ... that psychologists and other social scientists, when considering an apparently bizarre, incomprehensible feature of their own social tradition, or that of another culture, should approach it with awe, expecting that when eventually understood, when our theories have caught up with it, that seemingly bizarre superstition will turn out to make an adaptive sense. I find such an attitude totally missing in psmtioL) 13 Nor has any real theory of religious belief been explored or developed.
A few weak theories relating personality and religion have been constructed, but these have not generated significant knowledge (Spilka, 1971 ). Campbell (1975) contends that the areas of disagreement such as how people should live their lives, child rearing, sex, duty, guilt, sin, self-indulgence, etc. , makes it impossible to experiment or to put well-developed theories to rigorous tests. "On these issues, psychology and psychiatry cannot yet claim to be truly scientific and thus have special reasons for modesty and caution in undermining The difficulties, and few successes encountered, even using proven interventions, were sobering. The concluding comments reflected on the lack of psychological knowledge an religious idealogy detelinining human behavior. It was suggested that the field of psychology may have erred in conceuiratng too heavily on the collection of "hard" data at the expense of "soft" data_ such as religious beliefs.
Personal observation has led me to realize that commitmeneof something beyond oneself, be it a political, religious, or emotional belief (love) has a powerful influence on human behavior. Such loyalties often seen to supersede rationality, and tend to invalidate some of our scientific theories about mankind. 
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-13-correcting for some of our errors and neglects. They also would assist us in our search to know man as be now is. Specifically, the following conditions are possible:
1. The design would be focused on assessed problems demand' ag intervention.
2. Individuals from the target population would be involved in the design.
3. Some of the subjects could assist in conducting the experiment. 4 . Similar procedures to those used in intensive designs and self-control processes could be used in the collection of data on individuals and groups.
5. Subjective data would be available, as well as objective, observable data.
. , 6 . Study of multiperson systems of interaction, taking into account aspects of the environment, beyond the immediate setting could be made.
A "rough draft" description of a potential experiment may help to make this more clear.
Usinc Peer Counseling as a Change-Am! .
For the past nine years I have been involved in developing and implementing a peer counseling program in the Pato Alto schools (Varenhorst, 1976 It can be compared to a beauty contest which an ugly girl is forced to enter each day, knowing not only that she will fail, but that she will be offended deeply as well.
1 am currently designing a "transforming" experiment based on this assessed problem. Although the focus will be on using leer counseling training to change the school environment, it Will also be a study to learn more about the absentees. It will be an attempt to change them, ala
Dearborn. In collaboration with a very bright high school girl, one of the chronic truants, a research design is being developed. The proposed design includes the following:
I. One group of truants will be given peer counseling traning. The curriculum deals with social skills needed to cope in b school environments.
2. Another group of truants will be assigned as counselees to non-truant peer counselors. Some may reject the attention of the peer counselor, as some do in other situations where a peer counselor attempts to establish a relationship. The peer counselor will engage in all the possible ways to help as are available to him or her, including consultation with an adult peer counseling leader.
3. When the truant group completes its peer counseling training, those who are ready will be asked to accept assignments working with other truant students not previously contacted. 4 . A group of teachers will be selected to be given the adult leadership training, covering many of the same skills taught-tastudents.
No 5. A random selection of truants, peer counselors and teachers will be trained as participant-observers. These people will collect information, monitor the progress of the experiment and suggest modifications.
6. Data will be gathered on a regular schedule from selected individuals from each group. These will record the changes of behavior and attitudes, together with the feelings about school and peer groups.
7. Multi-criteria willbe used, including attendance behavior, peer group friendships formed, attitudes of students towards school and teachers, and teacher attitudes towards non-conforming students. The concept of transforming or reform research is not particularly new.
Others have engaged in what has been called "social-action" research where the target goal was primarily to "reform" the subjects, not the environment.
One such study, reported by Riessman and Popper (1968) used San Quentin offenders. By studing their own behaviors, designing their own rehabilitation, they were rehabilitated. This was sustained over the years.
Devoting time and creative effort to designing such transforming experiments, and conducting them, should be part of the state of our art in the future as well.
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-16-CONCLUSION I am tempted to close with the comment, "More research is needed. "
It is. But something else is needed also. What is needed is more sharing; less debating. We need to intermingle face-to-face, to think, reflect and contemplate our problems, efforts and solutions. We need to stimulate and inform, mutually. In 1936, a group of young psychologists in the East organized a "Society of Experimenting Psychologists" that was to become known as the Psychological Round Table (Benjamin, 1977) . It was designed for younger psychologists to have opportunities for a forum for their research.
The founders had felt the frustration of staying home doing research while their academic seniors went off to talk about research. It was not just another professional organization, but a gathering of members to discuss and explore their ideas and the implementation of them in research. One of the unwritten rules was that no one was to report on research already published. A list of those early members points to the eventual contributions some of these men have made in the field of psychology.
This model seems to be so appropriate to meet our need. It is possible that the Task Force concept which v e plan to initiate at this convention could be a begi aping of such a group for our Division. Such informal, but focused . sharing could influence our future dramatically.
When Margaret Mead was a graduate student she used to wake up saying to herself, The last man on Raratonga who knows anything about the past will probably die today. I must hurry. " , p. 292) I don't sense that urgency among us. I don't sense the urgency that human beings will die or become deformed, psychologically, if we don't hurry and perfect our skills or our science; if we don't work together. We need that urgency now and in the future. 
